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pers to shelter them from the angry bolts of Indra; and
has triumphantly asked, "Is there anything similar to
that in your Bible ? " To which we have readily replied,
" There is not, but there is what is more worthy of God."
The most illiterate of the people are very familiar with
mythological stories, and if listened to will go on to relate
them with the greatest gusto, and at the greatest length.
Our doctrine of salvation by grace alone, and not in
any degree by man's merit, is often declared to be fatal
to morality. -This is often said in our own country, and
we need not say what we advance in its confutation.
The doctrine of previous births has taken full posses-
sion of the Hindu mind, as accounting for the character
and events of the present birth. This belief in trans-
migration has a very hurtful effect on the people, as it
leads them, when suffering for their conduct, to attribute
their sufferings to births of which they do not profess to
have any remembrance, instead of blaming themselves
for the course they had pursued. We have to show the
baselessness, the unreasonableness, and the injurious
tendency of this notion. The doctrine of a blind fate
determining everything is widely held. The greatest
criminals coolly assert it has been their fate to have done
what they have done, and, of course., to suffer as they
suffer. The moral nature of the people, though be-
numbed, is happily not destroyed, and to it we appeal
against a notion which levels all moral distinctions.
Pantheism, it is well known, lies at the foundation of
Hindu Polytheism. It may be indeed doubted if there
has ever been a Polytheistic system apart from a Pan-
theistic element The Hindus generally cannot workout
the Pantheistic theory, as the Pundits do, but the most
illiterate are familiar with its commonplaces, 'and are